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St. JAMES HOTEL, 
New Orleans, Dec. 4, 1869. 
Editor Holly Springs Repor­
ter :—In point of business, we are 
having comparatively a very dull 
season. But one or two branches of 
trade are sufficiently active to be 
mentioned. This condition is so en­
tirely at variance with what our peo­
ple anticipated, that there is much 
gloominess apparent in business cir­
cles. In cotton, there are very few 
transactions, and it matters hardly 
what price it is quoted at, there is 
little probability of activity until it 
reaches the figures, at which the 
planters seem determined to hold for. 
Many persons are holding their crop 
for spring rates. Many of these for­
get that the price of gold has fallen 
during the past season, and that the 
reduction of cotton prices is in pro­
portion. The idea prevails that 
greenbacks will continue to appre­
ciate in value until they reach par. 
The average price of this year’s crop 
of cotton will not exceed seventeen 
cents in gold. The closest estimate 
of the crop places it at less than two 
millions of bales. This is, therefore, 
the basis on which to calculate pro­
spective prices. The supply is there- 
fore one million and a half short of 
the demand. This does not however 
place prices beyond certain figures, 
because manufacturers make mixed 
goods and consumers buy them, when 
they are cheaper than cotton fabrics.
In the way of amusements, we are 
having a plentiful supply, and of all 
kinds and quality. The theatres are 
running at a considerable loss, and 
there is little prospect of improve­
ment until the holiday season. The 
opera is the place of resort, per ex­
cellence. The liberal management 
has provided the best company, that 
ever gave lyrical representations in 
this country, and as this is the very 
home of opera, so these people crowd 
the French theatre every night. The 
enthusiasm that fine opera excites 
here, amounts to passion, and there­
fore we cherish our splendid opera 
with great care. Your readers, who 
propose to visit New Orleans during 
the winter, have a great store of 
pleasure awaiting them in this re­
spect.
The fall races over the Metairie
course closed to-day. There were 
several very exciting races of speed 
displayed during the week. Several 
of the contestants were noted for 
their various pluck, endurance, speed 
and other available features in 
racing, and so the races were very 
close. The backers of some of the 
animals are dead broke and seem to 
be very much dispirited. Pawned 
watches and jewelry are very com-
 mon here in consequence. I think 
there has been enough of this mate- 
rial put in soak to stock a large jew- 
   elry store. The favorites in the 
   heaviest racing were Helmbold, (al­
ways winner,) Coquette, Morgan 
Scout and a very few others. The 
hurdle races were not nearly so in­
teresting as the first that was made 
over the Metairie in 1867, when 
Edinboro won in 3.51½ two miles, 
over eight hurdles, 136 pounds 
 weight. The management of the 
 Metairie is greatly praised for their 
 energy, this season.
Everywhere I go, I find that this 
city has improved to a wonderful ex­
tent during the past summer, new
